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IF YOU ABE MISSING A BACKET , OR IF 
YOU RECEIVE A PACKET WITH MISSING 
PAGES OR BLANK PAGES , OR BADLY PRINTED 
GRAPHICS , OR WHATEVER, JUST LET US KNOW 
AND WE'LL GET YOU WHAT YOU NEED AS 
QUICKLY AS YOU NEED IT! 


N° 1. We’ve just mailed out a packet of 
things we thought you’d enjoy getting, 
and could use. 

a. A Newsreel catalogue with an 
insert describing the movement 
film organization’s latest re- 
leases . 

b. A street newspaper that appeared 
in New Haven during the trial of 
Panther Lonnie Mac Lucas 

c. One of an assortment of colorful 
posters from OSPAAAL, the Havana- 
based Organization of Solidarity 
with the Peoples of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. 


d. An excellent leaflet from the 
Seattle Liberation Front about their 
upcoming Conspiracy trial . BE SURE 
TO SEE ARTICLES ON PAGE 4 OF THIS 
PACKET . 
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N° 2. The dramatic story of the Mideast hi- 
jackings by the Palestinian commandos is 
a classic example of the lies and distortions 
of the mass media. That’s not just rhetoric! 
We’re still waiting for an on-the-spot re- 
port from LNS' correspondents based in 
Amman, Jordan, and will try to get it for 
you m the next packet. 
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NEW YORK PANTHER TRIAL BEGINS: 

JURY FOREMAN IS BLACK 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) — The Panthers are on trial 
again, this time in New York. Thirteen women 
and men -- originally the Panther 21 face 
charges of conspiring to blow up department 
stores and the Botanical Gardens. Indicted and 
jailed on high ransom in April of 1969, their 
jury is just now being selected, and over half of 
the defendants are still not out on bail. 

(Only 13 are now on trial because of the 21 
originally indicted, two were "youthful offend- 
ers" who will be tried later, one man's case was 
severed because of llness; two men are serving 
time for another charge in New Jersey; and three 
of those indicted were never apprehendedo ) 

As several hundred Panther supporters 
gathered on Sept. 8 outside the court room to 
sing, chant and listen to speakers, the lawyers 
inside argued with the Judge. 


After the rally, the crowd marched to the 
Courthouse, where they picketed and chanted. In- 
side, the lawyers were now beginning to select the 
jury. Michael Tabor and Afeni Shakur are defending 
themselves, and also took part in the questioning. 

The first prospective juror gave an indication 
of what the defense is up against. Sixty years old 
and semi- retired, Edmond Grady is white, patrio- 
tic, racist, and uninformed. He thinks the U.S. 
should "win in Vietnam" and then get out; that 
"the Black Panthers are up to something but I don’t 
know what;" he would automatically accept the word 
of an FBI man under oath; and all he knows about 
Malcolm X is that he was shot. 

The first juror to get accepted -- and who 
will thus be foreman — is in many ways the anti- 
thesis of Grady, and thus came as a surprise. Not 
young, not poor, not radical, and with no previous 
experience with police or courts, James Fox is 
nevertheless black, knows what racism is all about* 
and isn’t afraid of revolution. 


Attorney Gerald Lef court made the motion 
once again that Judge Murtagh disqualify himself. 
He brought up the fact that the Judge, aside from 
being grossly prejudiced against the Panthers, 
had been charged by a Brooklyn Grand Jury with 
"wilfuil and unlawful neglect of duty" for fail- 
ing to act against corrupt cops when he was the 
city’s Investigation Commissioner. District Attor- 
ney Frank Hogan, who "prosecuted" Murtagh in that 
case, is the same man who selected Murtagh as the 
Panther 21 trial judge. 

Murtagh, unabashed by Lefcourt’s disclosures, 
warned him to shut up: "Your conduct is bordering 
on extreme contempt of court. If you continue, 
i t is with the full awareness of what you do„" 

And then he denied Lefcourt's motion. 

Other Panther lawyers made a motion that the 
13 could not possibly receive a fair trial due 
to flagrantly biased media coverage. Denouncing 
the slender and vilification that the Panthers 
have received in the pig-press, Attorney Sanford 
Katz said that "infection spreads... it is insidi- 
ous. ..and it can v t be cured except by dismissal 
of the indictment. " Motion denied. 


A pianist and composer, he has had to go to 
Europe to have his work performed, because of the 
racism in American society. When asked if he be- 
lieved in Revolution-, Fox replied "Everybody has 
a revolutionary aspect or feeling within them --- 
Revolution is going on all around us today, in 
writing, in music -- there is no one thing that 
remains the same." He has read of the Panther 
breakfast and medical programs, and feels that 
"anything that helps is very humanist." 

The D.A. probably found him acceptable be- 
cause he also said he was opposed to violence, 
had never handled a weapon, and had served on two 
previous juries as well as taught in American uni- 
versities. 

No suitable jurors at all were picked on the 
second day, and the matter of jury selection will 
probably take several weeks, or more. It is not 
easy these days to find a jury qualified (from 
anyone's point of view) to sit in judgment of black 
women and men engaged in the struggle for liberation. 
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Another attorney pointed out that the heavy 
police guards inside and out implied that the 
defendants were guilty, not innocent. He said 
that the jurors could not help but receive this 
impression when they entered the building past 
rows of 100 police officers "in full battle 
regalia," to then see one burly policeman seated 
behind each and every one of the defendants -- 
whether or not that defendant was still in cus- 
tody . 

Outside in the Park several Panthers addres 
the crowd. The heaviest speech of the day came 
from attorney William Kunstler (who recently 
received four years contempt in the Chicago Con- 
spiracy trial.) Kunstler blasted the New Haven 
attorneys who defended Lonnie MacLucas . and 
then declared that the conviction of the member 
of the New Haven Panther 9 was a "victory" and 
an indication that "blacks and whites can re- 
ceive a fair trial in Connecticut." 


ELECTORAL POLITICS AND CHANGE: 

A "CRISIS PAPER" FROM THE NEW UNIVERSITY CONFERENCE 

LIBERATION News Service 

" Candidates core like birds without feathers . 
We 3 the voters t give a candidate his fathers -- 
one vote being another feather . When he has enough 
feathers > off he flies and we never see him again*" 
-- Vietnamese villager , July> 1970 
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Last May U.S. troops invaded Cambodia -- and 
l the war in Vietnam became the war in Southeast 
Asia. Thousands of us registered our dissent from 
official government policy by organizing strikes 
and demonstrations in the streets. We were angry 
about American aggression in Cambodia, about the 
murder of four students at Kent State and two 
more at Jackson State, and about the trial of Bobby 
Seale. At the very least we were united in our 
opposition to government policy and in our deter- 
mination to express our opposition through effective 
astion* 


more. , 


Almost immediately some people began 
talking about the November elections and about 
the importance of our working for peace candi- 
dates u Their argument was that if enough "doves" 
are elected the war will be ended and, that 
accomplished, Congress will begin solving the 
rest of America's problems. We've heard that be- 
fore. We've been hearing it for years. And by 
now we should realize that it simply is not true. 

Yet to say that is not enough. The November 
elections raise real questions concerning where 
the power to bring about change in America 
really lies. The New University Conference be- 
lieves that those questions should be raised and 
answered. We believe the answers leave little 
doubt that the only effective way to end war, 
racism, sexism and repression is to confront the 
people and the system which created these con- 
ditions, and that the place for those confronta- 
tions is not in the polling booths but in the 
streets, where it has always been. 


Oppose the war not out of any principled objection 
to intervening in other people's affairs (in 1968 
McCarthy continued to support military aid and in- 
volvement in Thailand, Indonesia and the Philippines) 
but because this particular intervention is becoming 
too costly in both economic and political terms. 

The liberals under Kennedy supported the Indo- 
china war fully. As the war dragged unsuccessfully 
on, radical opposition intensified and disaffection 
spread. This worried some liberals who began to see 
the war as a threat to the cohesiveness of U.S. 
society, and therfore McGovern, McCarthy and Kennedy 
chose to run in hopes of re-establishing faith in 
the system. 

This liberal opposition in turn made it possible 
for criticism of the war to reach new sectors of the 
country. As the anti-war movement grew and as the 
war appeared no closer to ending, the tactics of 
the movement became more militant and the liberal 
attempt to control it intensified. 


What Makes a Dove? 

Legislative opposition to the war in Vietnam 
has its roots in three conditions: the failure 
to achieve military victory, the economic crisis 
produced by the war, and the pressure of a mili- 
tant anti-war movement. Of these three the last 
is most important. If there were a military fail- 
ure alone, or even military setbacks plus eco- 
nomic dislocation, no more doves would appear 
than appeared during the Korean war. 

However, th.e mass based and militant oppo- 
sition to this war has created both the popular 
audience and the political necessity for peace 
candidates. The economic effects of war can nor- 
mally be regulated by wage and price controls. 

But the Nixon administration is afraid to use 
such tactics to curb war-produced inflation be- 
cause of mass opposition to the war. 

In a popular war, military defeats alone do 
not produce peace candidates. The anti- communism, 
quiescence, and post-McCarthy fear of the 1950's 
resulted in little legislative opposition to a 
losing(and immoral)war against Korea. 

We need only look at the past year to under- 
stand the immediate connection between our move- 
ment and the appearance of peace candidates and 
legislative opposition to the war. During the 
winter when the anti-war movement was at an ebb, 
the doves retired to their legislative chambers 
to vote for military appropriations (only three 
House doves opposed military appropriations this 
year), oil depletion allowances and salary raises 
for themselves. 

Around the Moratoriums and November actions 
they briefly reappeared on our platforms to com- 
miserate with us o Only in May when we had shut 
down the campu ses and they saw our potential power 
did their sense of urgency reemerge. The repeal 
of the Gulf of Tonkin resolution didn't happen 
because we campaigned for liberals, or even be- 
cause a lot of liberals voted for it. Congress 
repealed the Gulf of Tonkin resolution rather than 
see more ROTC buildings burned, or occupied. 

We must guard against the overly simplistic 
and cynical argument that the doves are merely 
opportunists and do not really want to end the war. 

At the same time it must be stressed that they 
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This is the situation in the summer and fall 
of 1970. As the liberals try to channel discontent 
back into the "legitimate" mechanisms of the elector- 
al system and as the movement expands into an attack 
upon the capitalist system which produced the war. 

Liberals now face an insoluble dilemma. They 
have only one alternative for bringing an end to 
the war, but that alternative contains the seeds of 
their own destruction. Liberals need the support of 
a mass based militant anti-war movement, but such a 
popular movement presents a threat to them: it under- 
mines belief in the effectiveness of both elections 
and elected candidates and emphasizes that real change 
can only come by action against, not petition of, the 
government. 

Given the choice between tolerating the war and 
destroying the entire system from which they benefit, 
the liberals would not hestitate to choose the former. 
To avoid this choice f the liberals must capture the 
anti-war movement. 

Don't Other Issues Dilute the Peace Issue? 

There would be no need for a war in Vietnam if 
the Vietnamese people were willing to accept the 
presence in their country of western investment, 
military bases and political direction, just as 
there would be no need for repression of black peo- 
ple if they were willing to accept the presence in 
their community of exploitative employers and land- 
lords, white police and ward bosses. 

Violence occurs when people fight back. And they 
are right to do so. Peace is no substitute for 
liberation; it can only come in its wake. The move- 
ment has understood that to concentrate only on the 
issue of peace in Vietnam without understanding and 
opposing also the same exploitation and domination 
in black and third world communities at home as well 
as throughout Asia, Africa and Latin America only 
ensures that other wars will break out. 

Politicians who only oppose U.S. invelvement in 
Vietnam and who tell us that we must not dilute the 
issue understand that making connections among events 
leads people to attack the cause and not merely the 
effect. They also understand that electoral activity 
diverts people from perceiving the true relations of 
power in this country. 

Liberal politicians who want to concentrate on 
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the single issue of peace see this as a way to 
split the white anti-war movement from other 
insurgent elements. Their commitment to this 
system dictates that issues (imperialism, racism, 
sexism) should not be connected because to make 
those connections is to call into question 
American capitalism itself. 

Aren't the Conservatives Worse 
than the Liberals? 

Both liberals and conservatives share a 
basic commitment to American capitalism. Neither 
group questions the right of the U.S. to dominate 
the Third World for its own economic and politi- 
cal needs, nor do they challenge the primacy of 
corporate interests in determining government 
policy. They only differ in their strategies for 
maintaining that system. Thus the first point 
to be made is that the differences between them 
are inconsequential in face of the differences 
between both of them and us. 

The strategic differences between conserva- 
tive and liberal policies emerge in their responses 
to popular insurgencies. Conservatives tend to 
hold a static view of society. They prefer suppres- 
sing social discontent in trying to make slight 
re- adjustments in the system to "cool it out." 
Consequently, their strategy for dealing with 
the black liberation movement at home is to re- 
press it through the use of force, and their 
strategy in Vietnam is to push on for military 
victory while escalating the repression of domesti 
anti-war dissidence. 

Liberal policies toward popular movements 
tend to stress cooptation. They respond to dis- 
content through minor adjustments within the 
system which channel antagonism into "legitimate" 
political forms, thus defusing any basic opposi- 
tion to the system as a whole. The liberal res- 
ponse to black liberation is a program of inte- 
gration which attempts to subvert the revolution- 
ary thrust of the black movement. 

Similarly, liberals advocate opening up 
more professional positions to educated women as 
a measure designed to placate the anger and 
diffuse the power of the women ! s liberation move- 
ment. Despairing of victory in Vietnam, liberals 
now call the war a "tragic mistake" and advocate 
phased or even immediate withdrawal, believing 
that by cutting off a hand they can save the body 
of imperialism. 


system has to adjust itself and government responds 
with public services required by corporate develop- 
ments. Since the economically powerful are ex- 
cepted from public responsibility, they can at wil 
manipulate prices, control wages, engage in racist 
and sexist hiring practices, and pollute the en- 
vironment while the public must bear the social costs 
of such actions. 

In the national economy, corporate and finan- 
cial investment decisions determine the level of 
employment and output for the country. Since the 
national prosperity depends on the confidence of 
the business community, government will never vol- 
untarily pursue a policy contrary to the profit 
interests of the major coporations. 

This limitation of American politics to effect 
change is reinforced by the practical workings of 
power politics. The huge cost of running a campaign 
puts electoral office out of reach of the great ma- 
jority of Americans and restricts candidacy to 
those who either command independent wealth (like 
the Kennedys, Rockefellers, etc.) or have wealthy 
backers. In either case the candidate has a vested 
interest in tailoring his platform and consequent 
actions to insure the interests and continued sup- 
port of corporate capital. 

In addition to direct and indirect control of 
candidates, the corporate elite also insures its 
interests through its control of the communication 
of ideas (the mass media, universities, foundations 
etc.) Since the media themselves are corporations, 
it should be hardly surprising that they disseminate 
ideas and back candidates which uphold their inter- 
ests . 

Corporate control of government does not end 
with the electoral process. Corporate rulers find 
it useful to participate in government directly, 
on advisory panels and in ambassadorial posts. 

This shifts the locus of power away from Congress 
and particularly in the area of foreign policy guar- 
antees that no government action escapes the scru- 
tiny and approval of corporate interests. 

But to show that electoral politics, in both 
structure and practice, is incapable of altering 
the basic nature of American capitalism is not to 
deal with the question of Congress 1 power to enact 
corrective legislation which does not challenge 
the system, While Congress has, in fact, passed cor- 
rective legislation, it has never taken the initia- 
tive . 


Can Electoral Politics bring Change ? 

Western democracy rests on the distinction 
between the public and private sectors. Govern- 
ment -- the public sector -- is responsible 
for the well-being of the nation, but that well- 
being depends on the actions and values of busi- 
nessmen -- the private sector -- who are neither 
elected nor publically acountable. 

The power which accompanies ownership or 
control of a corporation is wielded independently 
of the public will. A corporation can, in a billion 
dollar program of investment, determine the qual- 
ity of life for a great portion of society. Labor 
and factories move across the country; old com- 
munities die and new ones spring up. 

As industrial innovation creates new tastes 
and habits and requir es new skills, the educational 
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The initiative has always come from popular 
movements based outside the initially unresponsive 
electoral process, The repealing of the Gulf of 
Tonkin Resolution, the passage of the Civil Rights 
Bills, the enfranchisement of women, and the recog- 
nition of labor unions have only come after years 
of militant agitation. Yet we all know that such 
legislation has not ended the war or brought blacks 
or women any closer to social equality or solved 
the problems of working people. 

Indeed, the wage differential between black 
and white workers has increased in every year since 
1954, and unemployment is more than twice as high 
among blacks as whites Similarly, the suffrage 


movement of the early 
the vote in 1918, but 
ferential between men 


twentieth century won women 
since that time the wage dif- 
and women workers has doubled. 
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and women have moved no closer to social equality 
than before o 

The lesson is twofold:. ljCongress acts only 
in response to popular movements which, if left 
alone, would challenge the legitimacy of Congress 
itself, and 2) legislative responses have attempted 
to pacifv the antagonists rather than solve the 
problems 0 While the interests of government and 
business are the same, they will submit under the 
pressure of popular movements to legislation 
which in the short run opposes those interests 
but in the long run preserves their existence. 

Why do we Choose not to Work in 
Electoral Campaigns? 

American politics function to emasculate 
popular movements and to substitute passive and 
isolate! voting for direct participatory activity. 
While we realize that at times the electoral process 
may have a tactical value, in general we feel that 
until we have built a militant and mass-based 
socialist movement, the use of that process only 
reinforces the existing system. 

In particular we are convinced that in 1970 
students should use their energies not to campaign 
for liberal peace candidates, but to build the 
movement which will force those liberals to end 
the war. 

While elected officials sometimes do seem to 
bring change, at best they are only ratifying new 
social relationships which are created in the 
streets. Congress passed the Civil Rights Bill 
under pressure of disruptive demonstrations and 
rebellions. In retrospect, it would have been fool- 
ish to attempt to get the Civil Rights Bill passed 
by campaigning for liberal civil rights senators 
in 1967 rather than organizing militant demonstra- 
tions. 

Similarly, while elected officials may vote 
withdrawal from Vietnam, they will do so not 
because anti-war students campaigned for them but 
rather because the cost of the war in America’s 
streets is too high. 
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(NOTE: We have reprinted the entire NUC ’’crisis 
paper” because we feel it discusses really impor- 
tant issues. To see other ’’crisis papers” write 
• to New University Conference, 622 West Diversey 

Parkway, Rm. 403A, Chicago, 111. 60614.] 
************************************************** 

PRESSGANGING FOR SO. KOREAN ARMY 

SEOUL, So Korea (LNS) -- The Pentagon has is- 
sued a lot of publicity about its plans to reduce 
the number of U.S. occuping troops in South Korea. 
While tens of thousands of young Americans are 
still there, the "success” of the Pentagon policy 
depends ultimately on the ability of South Korea’s 
;mlitary dictatorship to bolster its own army. 

That task is not easy. 

Last month, forexample, more than 5,000 
government employees and workers in ’’government- 
run enterprises” in South Korea were fired from 
their jobs and drafted into the army. Many of 
these young men have attempted to flee the draft, 
and the government has launched a massive press- 
ganging manhunt to fill the ranks of its army. 
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Those who refuse service in the army after 
losing their official employment are persecuted 
as "criminals,” according to a report from the 
Korean ( ttral News Agency. 
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CONSPIRACY IN SEATTLE! 

Liberation News Service 

The first time something happens, the pig 
media digs it. That's "news." The people involved 
become heroes and heroines; the event is of'great 
historical import." But the second time something 
happens, or the third, or the fourth, the straight 
media begins to play it down, to phase it out, to 
push it to the back pages and then it disappears. 
Especially if it involves something that the liberal 
press isn't too happy about. So when the first 
indictments came down on the Chicago 8, they were 
front page news for months. They were "The Conspiracy. 

Practically nobody has ever heard of "The Con- 
spiracy #2." The Seattle Conspiracy. 

Here are eight more people, fighters from the 
Seattle Liberation Front, who were indicted last 
spring on the same repressive federal conspiracy 
charge as the Chicago 8. They face the same possible 
long years in jail. Who knows about them? The pig- 
press somehow has decided not to tell anyone about 
them. 

It's not too strange that the mass media is 
silent. News isn't so catchy the second time around. 
Besides the Seattle 8 are just freaks who may have 
helped tear Seattle apart The Day After the ver- 
dict came down on the Chicago trial. So nothing is 
said, the story is buried, and the Seattle Conspir- 
acy is stone broke. 

That's what happens without publicity. No money 
for your own propaganda, no money for legal expenses. 
Not even any money to retain lawyers. And their 
trial begins in November. 

It's up to the underground, radical press to 
make absolutely sure that the word goes out immed- 
iately about the Seattle Conspiracy, plastered all 
over our papers with a plea for bread for the Sea- 
ttle people. They need $10,000 in this next month 
if they're going to be able to put up a defense. 

And every one of those dollars is a dollar in de- 
fense of al 1 of us . 

[You can reprint all or part of the colorful 
Conspiracy leaflet in the mailing LNS just sent 
out (see inside cover) ;and/or reprint the follow- 
ing story as background.] 

Get in touch with the Seattle Conspiracy 
people for information, materials, or for sending 
money to them, at 4529 Eighth St. N.E., Seattle, 
Washington. 98105. 
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SEATTLE RADICALS FIGHT TWO SETS OF CHARGES 
LIBERATION News Service 

SEATTLE, Wash. (LNS) -- Attorney General John 
Mitchell is working overtime to try and stop white 
revolutionaries in Seattle. Back in April, eight 
activists were indicted by the Injustice Department 
for allegedly inciting a riot in this city in Feb- 
ruary, when the guilty verdict was handed down in 
the Chicago trial of the Conspiracy 8. 
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Mitchell is attempting to convict the 
eight -- Chip Marshall, Jeffrey Dowd, Joe Kelly, 
Michael Abeles, Michael Lerner, Roger Lippmann, 
Susan Stern, and Michael Justensen -- on the same 
charges that the Chicago defendants were tried on. 
Five of the defendants face mutliple charges that 
could convict them to jail for up to 20 years. 

The Seattle Conspiracy trial begins in Novem- 
ber and has received a good deal of publicity in 
the Pacific Northwest. It has also helped to build 
the Seattle Liberation Front -- a loose organi- 
zation of collectives that six of the eight "con- 
spirators" were active in -- into a potent organi- 
zing force among both white youth and growing 
numbers of working people in this city.. Unemploy- 
ment in Seattle is running at over 10%, one of 
the highest levels in the U.S. (Boeing, one of 
the biggest employers in Seattle, has laid off 
thousands of people, ) 

The Seattle Conspiracy 8 are not the only 
group facing federal charges here however. Mitch- 
ell. in a search for radicals to blame for May's 
nationwide campus strike, has recently had fed- 
eral attorneys bring charges of "aiding, abetting, 
and counseling" the partial destruction of the 
Air Force ROTC building at the University of Wash- 
ington campus on another eight Seattle radicals, 
two of whom (Mike Abeles and Sue Stern) are also 
defendants in the upcoming Conspi racy trial. The 
building's windows were trashed and some office 
machinery inside demolished in a burst of spon- 
taneous anger the day after Nixon's televised 
speech announcing the invasion of Cambodia. 

The indictments of the second group of rad- 
icals were first handed down in the middle of 
June, but the original charges had to be dropped. 
In their rush to intimidate the growing Seattle 
movement, federal attorneys had gotten one of 
the defendant's last names wrong on the indictment 
and had picked up another one on a technically 
faulty John Doe warrant. 

But in early August, the Government managed 
to get itself straightened out again and served 
new indictments against Larry Gussin, Tom Byers, 
Irene King, Jim Emerson, Sue Smith, Bob Younger, 
and against Abeles and Stem. The identify of the 
second Seattle 8 has made Mitchell's repressive 
strategy a little clearer in this city, since 
all of the eight defendants were well-known SLF 
activists in early May. 

On the surface, the Government's case looks 
pretty flimsy. Mike Abeles and Sue Stern were 
sitting, clearly visible, on a ledge talking to 
newsmen 60 to 70 yards from the ROTC building 
at the time it was hit. At a rally that preceded 
the trashing, two of the future defendants had 
given speeches but the mass sabotage which fol- 
lowed came as a surprise to them also. However, 
to prove "aiding, abetting, and counseling the 
destruction of government property," Mitchell's 
boys may only have to show that the 8 helped or 
encouraged the action in some way at the time. It 
is easier to convict people on such "instant con- 
spiracy" charges than on formal conspiracy 
charges -- yet both carry a penalty of 5 years 
i n jai 1 or a $10. 000 fine. 


movement, it will be a busy winter. For more infor- 
mation on the Seattle conspiracies, or to send money 
for the defense fund, write to Seattle Liberation 
Front, 4529 Eighth St. N.E., Seattle, Wash. 98105. 
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THE BOMBING OF LAOS: WORLD" S HEAVIEST 

By Hugo Hill 
Liberation News Service 

VIENTIANE, Laos (LNS) — The United States is 
bombing Laos more than six times as heavily as 
it ever bombed North Vietnam 0 

Liberated Laos -- about two thirds of the 
national territory -- is the same size as North 
Vietnam, or smaller than the state of Missouri. 

A million people used to live on that land. Now 
they live under it, in caves and tunnels that 
protect them from the 44,000 tons of American 
bombs that thunder to the earth every month. 

In 1967, the peak year of the air war; U.S. 
fighter bombers averaged a little more than 3000 
sorties per month over North Vietnam (a sortie is 
one bombing run by one plane). In Laos there 
are at least 20,000 sorties per month. 

(The figures for North Vietnam are on record; 
the figures for Laos are conservative estimates 
based on information Supplied by American military 
sources in Saigon and derived from the Senate hear- 
ings on Laos. In both cases, only tactical fight- 
er sorties are counted. The giant B-52 count is 
separate, and secret.) 

Laos — kingdom of a million elephants -- is 
a subsistence level, semi-feudal, out of the way 
place whose^ people, praised as peaceful and fun- 
loving, have not waged a foreign war in 400 years. 
Laos. The most heavily bombed country in the Wofld. 

Why? Two reasons, probably. 

1. There is a revolution going on. A million 
people, led by the Lao Patriotic Front, have bro- 
ken their chains with the past and are building a 
new society incompatible with foreign domination. 

2 U The United States can't win in Vietnam. 

Unable to secure the southern front by destroying 
the northern rear, and frustrated by Vietnamese 
resistance, the U.S. fancies it can save its 
neck by bombing Vietnamese supplies that pass through 
Laos in the spirit of fraternal solidarity now 
proudly proclaimed by Indochinese revolutionaries. 

The first reason is sufficient for the Pentagon 
to obliterate free Laos, for it is- an imperialist 
axiom that revolutions must be stopped. 

The second reason is Nixon's r 

argument ("inter- 
diction of the Ho Chi Minh Trail") for bombing the 
300 mile long stretch of Southern Laos that borders 
on Vietnam. 

Most of the bombing -- about 12,000 
is directed against northern Laos, a mountainous 


The trial of the ROTC eight will start in 
the middle of February, presumably after the end 

of the Conspiracy circus For the Seattle radical 

LIBERATION "News Service (*287) Sept 12, 1970 


more. . . 


pocket of land the size of Indiana that for years 
has been home base for the Lao Patriotic Front. 

The murderous onslaught of thousands of tons 
of napalm, fragmentation bombs, and 500 pounders 
has had mixed results 

As in North Vietnam* the enemy has revealed 
his savage nature and thus heightened the people ! s 
spirit of resistance., The patriotic Laotians have 
not only defended themselves but have expanded 
the liberated zones and now control more territory 
than ever before. 


dancing and bagpiping in places like Madison 
Square Garden in New York; but their major occu- 
pation back home is in Northern Ireland, where 
they are British Army regiments actively engaged 
in the suppression of the civil rights movement* 

If you could get into developing an action 
against the Guards and the Watch, you* 11 be in 
the company of the Zimbabwe African People’s Un- 
ion, the Pan African Congress, the Pan African 
Student Organization in America, the National 
Association for Irish justice (NAIJ), and Demo- 
cratia, the Greek Anti-Dictatorial Organization 
Abroad. 


’’The American bombs and bullets have greatly 
increased the hatred of the Lao people against 
the Americans; the bombs and bullets have united 
the people more closely than ever under the 
direction of the Lao Patriotic Front in order 
to fight to the end to defend their basic na- 
tional rights/ 1 said LPF Chairman Prince Sou- 
phanouvong 

But as in South Vietnam, the bombing has 
also had a gruesome success. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of peasants have been driven from their 
homes into refugee-concentration camps where 
they are subject to the government’s conscription 
and control, 

M We don't have enough to eat here,” said 
one shrapnel-scarred old man from the Plain of 
Jars now interned in a camp near Vientiane. ’’But 
we couldn't live there any more. The bombs fall 
all day. We had to live in tunnels, and we 
couldn't work the fields/' 

At the initiative of the Lao Patriotic 
Front, preliminary arrangements for peace talks 
are now under way. The LPF has put forth a 5- 
point program as a basis for a settlement. The 
first point includes the demand that ’’the United 
States must ... completely cease the bombing of 
Lao territory/' Puppet Prime Minister Souvanna 
Phouma has agreed to discuss the demand and 
raised the possibility of united Laotian oppo- 
sition to the destruction of the country. 
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THE WATCH .AND THE GUARD: 

BRITAIN INVADES U.S. 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNSj -- Has the sun set yet on 
the British Empire? Britain still sells arms 
to the South African government* It supports the 
racist regime in Zimbabwe. Southern Rhodesia* It 
denies civil rights and self-determination to 
the people of Northern Ireland,, It still maintains 
outright colonial control in Hong Kong and Mala- 
ysia It suppresses movements for national in- 
dependence in the Caribbean. It bolsters the 
fascist Greek junta with a British army base in 
Cyprus. Britain continues its 'protectorate' over 
Oman in the Middle East . 

Americans, whose own country was born in the 
struggle against British imperialism, will have 
a chance to tell Britain where to go when the 
Black Watch and the Colstream Guards comes to 
this country. The Watch and the Guard will be 


What follows is the tour (and demonstration) 
schedule. For furtherinformation on British 
colonialism, and for ideas and assistance in 
planning an action, contact the United Front 
Against British and American Imperialism in 
New York at (212) 689-7437, 

***** 


Sept 

15. 

Hershey, Penn* 

Nov. 

16 - New Orleans 

Sept, 

.16- 

20 New York City 


17 - Jackson, Miss. 


19 

- Springfield, Mass 

° 

18 - Birmingham 


22 

- Troy, NY 


19 - Atlanta 


23 

- Kingston, Onto 


20 - Clemson,S.C 0 


24 

- Montreal 


21 -Charlotte, N. C. 


25- 

Ottawa 


22 -Greensboro, N. Co 


26- 

27 Toronto 


23 - Hampton, Va. 


29 

- Syracuse 


25 - Baltimore 


30 

- Rochester 


26 - Richmond 

0 ct * 

1 - 

Pittsburgh 


27 -WashingtonD. Co 


2 - 

Cleveland 


28-29 Philly 


3 - 

Detroit 




6 - 
7 - 

Lexington, Ky. 
Columbus, Ohio 

Dec* 

1 - Utica, NY 

2 - New Haven 


8 - 

Champaign, 111* 


3 - Providence 
4-6 Boston 


9 - 

11 Chicago 




12 

Minneapolis 


G 


14- 

15 Winnepeg 


U 


16 

- Regina 


A 


17 

- Saskatoon 


R 


18 

- Edmonton 


D 


19 

- Calgary 


p 


21 

- Vancouver 


Q 


22 

- Victoria 


W A T C H 


23 

- Seattle 




24 

- Portland, Ore, 


G 


25 

- Eugene, Ore. 


H o M E! 


27 

- Oakland, Cal. 




28 - San Francisco 

29 - Fresno ” 

30 - Anaheim, ” 

31 - Los Angeles 


(smash imperialism!) 


*********** *•***■*•★**? 
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SPECIAL ISSUE ON WOMEN 

The Radical Therapist has devoted their 
Aug-Sept. issue to WOMEN. For articles on: Mothers 
of Millennium , Lesbianism; Marriage and Psycho- 
therapy, Brainwashing and Women, and for a biblio- 
graphy, and other materials on women -- particular- 
ly related to how psychology fucks women over and 
how we need a radical psychology to bring us 
closer to liberation -- write to Radical Therapist, 
Box 1215, Minot, North Dakota, 58701* 

Sub rates are $6 a year A single issue is $L 
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REVOLUTIONAF 

SOLIDARITY 



PLACE: FLORIDA A 5 M UNIVERSITY, TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 

DATE: OCTOBER 1-7, 1970 SOLIDARITY DAY: OCTOBER 3, 1970 
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